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Major highways contract awarded to Joint
Venture

Kent County Council has awarded one of its largest ever highways contracts

to a VolkerFitzpatrick HOCHTIEF joint venture for phase two of the East Kent

Access scheme. 

The £62.5m contract involves the construction of 8km of dual carriageway as well 

as a jacked box structure required to construct 105m of the dual carriage way 

underneath the existing Ramsgate to Canterbury railway line. 

Kent County Council awarded the contract to the joint venture after receiving 

preferred contractor status earlier this year. VolkerFitzpatrick and HOCHTIEF will 

be working alongside Kent Highway Services and its agent Jacobs. 

Alastair Thompson, director of major projects, said: “There are a number of 

challenges involved in this project, we have been working on the detailed design 

of these areas of the project with Kent County Council for some time, and we are 

delighted to be starting work on the ground. 

“The jacked box will be a unique structure designed specifically to ensure there 

is no disruption to rail services as well as minimising potential disruption in this 

mainly residential area of Cliffsend.” 

The investment being made in the East Kent Access scheme will improve 

significant sections of the A299 alongside Kent International Airport and the A256 

between Ramsgate and Sandwich. 
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Work is expected to start next month with initial works involving extensive 

archaeological investigation and the preservation of any significant findings. The 

project will take approximately 36 months.

HOCHTIEF is one of the leading international providers of construction-related services. With more than 

66,000 employees and a sales volume of EUR 18.17 billion in FY 2009, the company is represented in all 

the world‘s major markets. The Group’s service offering in the fields of development, construction, services, 

concessions and operation covers the entire life cycle of infrastructure projects, real estate and facilities. In the 

USA, the biggest construction market in the world, HOCHTIEF is the No. 1 general builder via its subsidiary 

Turner and, with Group company Flatiron, ranks among the most important players in the field of transportation 

infrastructure construction. With its subsidiary Leighton (HOCHTIEF share around 55 percent), the Group is 

market leader in Australia. Because of its engagement for sus-tainability, HOCHTIEF has been listed in the Dow 

Jones Sustainability Indexes since 2006. Further infor-mation is available at www.hochtief.com/press.

HOCHTIEF Construction as a service-oriented construction company bundles the traditional core business of 

the HOCHTIEF Group in Europe. This mainly includes building construction, and civil and structural engineering. 

The company has specialized in complex market segments such as high-rise buildings, airports, tunnels 

and power plants. HOCHTIEF Construction is the management company of the Europe corporate division 

which employs more than 9,000 staff. In addition to the classical construction business, the partnership-

based business model PreFair and the property development business formart, the company offers its clients 

comprising service packages. Further information is available at www.hochtief-construction.com.

HOCHTIEF (UK) Construction is a fully owned subsidiary of HOCHTIEF Construction. Renowned for 

engineering excellence and innovative solutions, the company specializes in complex market segments such as 

Transportation, Energy, Marine Works, Tunnelling, Building and Civil and Structural Engineering. The Group unit 

that provides its customers with a reliable quality service currently employs more than 150 people and operates 

in Swindon. Further information is available at www.hochtief.co.uk.


